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l“( : The region discussed here partially aligns with the United Nation’s definition"
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" ‘North Africa’. However, it is not restricted to northern Africa in its strict sense
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3 N N s because it also includes Mauritania, Mali, Niger, and Chad, otherwise listed as
‘Western’ or ‘Middle Africa’ by the UN. The definition endorsed here of a
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broader area is one that s disproportionally affected by vagaries of climate

Figure 1

change. Taken together, the geographical region referred to in this chapter thus
incorporates roughly one-third of the African continent, stretching west to east
from the Atlantic Ocean to the Red Sea, and north to south from the
Mediterranean Sea to the Saharan-Sahelian interface (Figure 1). As with any
geographic definition, however, the one adopted here should be viewed with
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AN B Y PN zone between the Sahara and savannah landscapes to its south (an interface zone
I « == called ‘Sahel’) is culturally and climatically extremely variable.
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N . North Africa, showing the location of major rock art localities. Dotted lines indicate the
highlands and coastal areas of the Maghreb (Morocco and Algeria), including the

United Nation's African climate zones. Key: I: Mediterranean; Il: Desert; Il: Sahelian; IV
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