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Phones are helpful, allowing kids to communicate with family and friends.
But they're also distracting - and, in school, they create difficulties for students
and teachers. According to a Common Sense Media report from 2021, about
43% of kids ages 8 to 12 own a smartphone. Should they be allowed to use
their phones in school? We asked our readers to tell us what they think. They
made strong points on both sides of the issue. Here are four responses. Where
do you stand?

Olivia Reyes, 9, Chicago, Illinois: Children should have phones in school
because they're a great tool. Phones can be used as calendars, so kids can be
reminded of important dates and homework assignments. Phones can also be
used as calculators. This ean be helpful in math class. With a phone, children
can easily contact t9“111’, in case of an emergency. And parents can communicate
with their children in an emergency. Most important, parents are easily able
to locate their child by tracking the location of their phone. Phones can unlock
many tools that kids need at school.

Max Samaniego, 9, Yuma, Arizona: Kids shouldn’t be allowed to use
phones in school. Kids can do a lot of things with phones, and it can be a
distraction from their work. Schools have a way to communicate with parents
if there's an emergency. Kids can go to the office if they need to call their
parents. I don’t have a phone, and my mom messages my teachers or calls the
office if there is anything she wants me to know. My teachers and the office
also call my mom if they have to tell her anything about me, such as if I'm
feeling sick or forgot something. Maybe when I'm older I'll have a phone - but
for now, I think it's okay not to have one.

Sicheng Wang, 10, Vancouver, Canada: Although bringing a phone to
school might distract you, it has advantages, too, such as providing easy
communication with your parents when you're walking to school alone. Phones
are also like mini computers. They can help you find answers to your
questions. But there are certainly times you should not use a phone, such as
during a test or silent reading. I think teachers should be able to control the
use of phones by collecting them before class and returning them when class

is finished. Considering all of the above, 1 think having a phone at school has

[t %: Lillian Stooe. TIME For Kids Febeuary 19,2025(c) by Cricket Media, Inc.. Reproduced with permission:All Criker Media material is copyrig A
and -'or_»nnnusamhobl_and Any | usc or distrib of material without pission is strictly prohibited. Please »lsﬁ hitpzTwww eriketmedia,

more benefits than not having one.

Nishika Patankar, 11, Foster City, California: I dont think smartphones
should be used at school. We are at the point where people want to l;:)i‘rl
instead of talking to one another. People say that we could use phones for
emergencies. But if that's the case, we could just use flip phorrrlrg; to contact
our parents or guardi;i:s:, If phones weren’t this popular, we humans would be
a lot more social. To me, smartphones are to be used for entertainment. I've
seen kids take things too far: Sometimes, kids will just go on their phone to
look up answers. Phones are getting in the way of school, which isn’t good for

us.
[Adapted from httpsy//www.timeforkids.com/ (—#}#&HE) ]

ing for licensing and hiip:/www cricketmedi cony for subseriptions.

(1) 911=7 A ) A ORFEBEHES (BE - WY - BT ~<THhd)
(i2) text= (HEHHFELAY— P74 T) Avt—TRHED
(#£3) flip phone=9 1) /=72 A 0 MEEH FH O ERE

({£4) guardian={fi#

(1) What does the 2021 Common Sense Media report suggest about kids aged

8 to 12 and smartphones? |I]

(1) Nearly all kids in this age group have their own smartphones.

@) Fewer than one in five kids in this age group owns a smartphone.

@) About two out of five kids in this age group have smartphones.

@ The older kids are more likely to use smartphones than the younger

ones.

(2) According to Max Samaniego, what is the main reason kids should not

bring phones to school?

Phones make it harder for students to focus on their schoolwork.

5

® 8 e Cc

Phones let students cheat by looking up answers during tests.
Phones cause kids to spend too much money buying the new model.

Phones stop kids from talking to their friends face to face.

hicd by Criket Media, nc.
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(3)

(4)

How do Olivia Reyes and Sicheng Wang differ in their opinions about

using smartphones in school?

() Olivia sees phones as useful at school, while Sicheng thinks students
should leave them at home.

(@ Olivia supports phones only in emergencies, while Sicheng sees more
everyday benefits.

@ Olivia believes phones should be banned, while Sicheng thinks they
should be allowed all day.

@) Olivia thinks phones should be used freely, while Sicheng supports

teacher control.

Which of the following is an opinion that Sicheng Wang holds but Max

Samaniego does not? |I|

Phones have more positive aspects than negative ones.
Kids are too young to handle the responsibility of a phone.

Schools already have ways to contact parents in emergencies.

®eee

Phones should only be used outside the classroom.

5
MBI ROBLEZHEAT, BIHCEMOBEZELTRLEY LR LOE, ThEhO
O~@Ddhpb—oF 0B, v—2 LTEALRE N,
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[Adapted from https://www.npr.org/ (—&%85)]
[Hi8 : Bone appétit! Dog treats from lab-grown meal are hitting the U.K. market]
(1) legalize=&#:{b+ 2
(£2) protein=% > /37 W
(13 ) ethical = ffiBEAY %
(i£4) renewables= FHEMHEL AL F—
(#£5) lodge=~%FWHT 2
(i£6) resealable=fJEETLENTEL
(##7) puptivist="7 > 7 ¥ {fiBi% {puppy=FH& activist={FEIE =& b7
iy
(18 ) retailer =/piEE
(i#£9) be slated to do=~T A2 FETHL
(#£10) veterinary=REF®

According to the passage, what sources are used to make Chick Bites?

[s ]

(0 Plant-based ingredients and chicken egg cells.
@ Plant-based ingredients and chicken meat cells.
(3) Chicken meat cells and chicken egg cells.

@) Plant-based ingredients only.

(2)

(4)

7

Which one of the following is the main effect of Chick Bites’ production

without the use of renewables, as compared to traditional beef farming?

A

@e e e

It uses 95% less land.
It consumes 45% less energy.
It produces 92% fewer gases.

It needs 78% less water.

According to the passage, which of the following is true about the current

discussions on cultivated meat in the UK. and Europe?

@®

@

A professor in the U.K. says that people should eat cultivated meat
since they are the only major consumers of meat.

Austria, France and Italy urged the E.U. to promote the meat
cultivation industry and business.

People in the U.K. don't agree with Meatly’s idea that the cultivated
meat industry contributes to CO: emissions.

More people are willing to feed cultivated meat to their pets than to

eat it themselves.

What does the underlined word picture mean in the passage?

Landscape.
Painting.
Area.

Situation.
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(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

hp s —oF2BY, v—2 LTEA LS,

We have to take the opinions of the users |I| account.

@ into @ out @ of @ beyond
I have many things to do. Can we the meeting until next Friday?
(@ put on @ take off @ take to @ put off

I wanted to move to another country, but my father asked me |I| 3
( none @ not to @ neither @ no
The teacher could not help E when the student told a joke.

1 laugh @ laughs @ laughing @ be laughed

A: What’s she doing?

B: She is listening to music with her |I| .

@ close eyes @ closing eyes

@ eyes closed @ eyes closing

My father is as busy as . I hope he has time to relax.

(1) never @ can @ soon @ ever

El you start watching this movie, you will definitely want to finish
it.

() Moreover @ Once @ Besides @ However

1y

12

is always the case with any rule, there are exceptions.

@ As 2 What @ That @ Why
The basketball player is, , a living legend.

@ so much as (@) so to speak

@ if only @ if it were not for

My son said that he playing video games for five hours.

(1) had been @ be @ been @) would have
The university admits has the required qualifications.

@ whatever @ however @  whenever @  whoever
She is a famous actor now. However, her life has been easy.
@ no longer @ anything but

@ second to none @ no less than
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(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

TEFEMOELEERL &SV, 22750, BRTELBURIREE (1) b
IXFCRLChS, M| 21 |~ 82 |ichs~zsorv—2L
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IhIED, BHPLhLBREAILLWILES

[ ] [z ] trom the

bottom of my heart.

(1 express (@) want @ is @ I
® to ® this @ what

HUTNITELION, Ty v —ORTHEHSER2>ZE B0

—El — e _ calm under

pressure.
@ is @ to @ you @ ean
® do ® all @ stay

CAGRSIITRND BT TROBIREF &SI 2 RIZIID - ICHE R TRV,

I have E me

interested from start to finish like this.

® a @ rarely @ that @) across

5) come ® book @ keeps

ZEFRSIHLIL, 2025%F KM - UL THEL B HEHO—2 /2o 12,

Flying cars __———

the Expo 2025 Osaka, Kansai, Japan.

(1) demonstrations 2 headlined @) which
@ of (5) were ® one @ the

1
SR LIZMb A Z LIt RTINS & £ &3 e A4 p R S

LB THD )
— =]

Working with different cultures

interpreting the world.

({1 people @ of @ help @ understand
(8 various ® ways @ will

MM kHORERBET, ZoNTHFHISHROKIERL.

The |I| E fell

down due to the massive typhoon that struck the town the other day.

@ in @ oldest @) second (@) this
(B tree (6 town @ cherry
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(1} a job or profession that someone does for a long time in their life

(D an activity (@ a hobby @ a career @ a degree
(2) happening very quickly and without previous warning
(M suddenly @ silently @ seriously @ smoothly

(3) to accept or admit that something exists, is true, or has been done

@ to ignore @ to announce @ to prevent @ to acknowledge

(4) not guilty or having done nothing wrong El

('  harmful @) innocent @ honest @ independent
(5) to say what might happen in the future
1) to predict @) to explain @ to promise (@ to decide

13
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SHIRAHAMA, Wakayama Prefecture —Fans of the four remaining giant
(1)
pandas at Adventure World here and local businesses are bracing for their

return to China at the end of June, which the park on April 24.
Officials of the theme park, which includes a zoo, aquarium and

amusement park, explained that the lease agreement for the hugely popular

attraction is expiring. After the four pandas leave for China, only two giant

(E2)
pandas will remain in Japan, at Tokyo's Ueno Zoological Gardens.

Adventure World joined a Japan-China giant panda conservation
project in 1994, and has raised 20 pandas since then. Of those 20, three came
from China and the other 17 were at Adventure World. Currently, a
24-year-old female panda named Rauhin and her daughters, Yuihin, 8, Saihin,
6, and Fuhin, 4, live together in the park.

China all giant pandas, including those born in Japan. According
to Adventure World, the conservation project period will end in August, and
the four pandas will be returned to China at the end of June to avoid the
summer heat in Japan.

The park will talk to China about leasing other pandas in the future. “We
hope to build on our 30 years of experience and knowledge,” Koji Imazu, the
park’s director, told reporters.

Meanwhile, the lease agreement of the two pandas being raised in Tokyo’s

Ueno Zoological Gardens will on February 20, 2026. Upon learning

that all four would be returned to China, many people in the town expressed

that pandas would return to the zoo. “I hope the pandas will relax in

China, where there are facilities and staff,” Imazu said and praised

(H#3)
Rauhin for mothering many cubs at Adventure World.

Of Rauhin's three children, who will return to China with their mother,
Imazu said, “We hope that they will also be part of the breeding program.”
Adventure World is hoping to lease other pandas and is in with
China. Pandas are one of the big draws of the town. “If the pandas are all
gone, well definitely feel the . Shirahama Station is even sometimes

called ‘Panda Station.” We really need pandas, even if it's just one,” said the
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(kA )
owner of a souvenir shop thatpanda stuffed animals in front of

Shirahama Station.
The Chinese government used to give pandas at crucial moments of
(s )
diplomacy. In 1972, the country “ two giant pandas named Kang Kang
and Lan Lan to Tokyos Ueno Zoological Gardens to commemorate the
restoration of diplomatic ties between the two countries. Since 1984, China has

focused more on the conservation of the species, and began leasing pandas to

zoos in foreign countries fﬂr research rather than giving them

(iE6)
outright.

According to the leasing agreements, China retains ownera;litig of all
pandas, even those born in Japan. So, Japan must return them to China when
the leases expire. Currently, there are two giant pandas in Tokyo's Ueno
Zoological Gardens, which has raised 15 pandas. The two pandas, a male
named Xiao Xiao and a II' named Lei Lei, are twins born at the zoo in
June 2021. Their I_ease will expire in February 2026, so the Tokyo
metropolitan gnvernmfi%;l will seek another pair from China. “We will make
arrangements, including the possibility of leasing other pandas after returning
the two,” said a Tokyo metropolitan

[Adapted from https://www.asahi.com/ (—#&RE)]
[Hi# ¢ 4 pandas at Wakayama zoo will be returned to China in June, The Asahi Shimbun, April 25,2025]

HORH R W STRIL I B TR B T L AL R, RS 1 26-0754
(7 1) brace for= Wil 2320 L TR - WHAOERK L+ 2%
(#£2) Zoological Gardens =¥
(#3) ewb=(27=%, FA44 >, A"y ¥Ripn) T
(:4) souvenir= 5+
(75) diplomacy= %43
(£ 6 ) outright= O T
(i 7) ownership=FFHHi
(£ 8) Tokyo metropolitan government= ${5{#l
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